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THE GOSPEL AND THE WAR IN UKRAINE
A COMPLICATED HISTORY
To understand the ongoing and devastating Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, it is necessary to understand the complex history of this 
region. 

Ukraine is the eastern Slavic motherland and its Christian center. It 
is where the nation known as “the Rus” (pronounced like “goose”) 
originated. The first Rus nation, founded in 879 AD was known 
as the Principality of Kiev (today the city of Kyiv, Ukraine). But this 
nation is more commonly known as the “Kievan Rus”. It became 
a Christian nation in 988 AD when Vladimir the Great accepted 
baptism. The Kievan Rus reached its pinnacle of power in 1054 and 
held lands in what is now known as Russia (which simply means 
“Land of the Rus”). Eventually, Kiev declined, and other Rus princely 
states gained in strength, such as Novgorod and Vladimir-Suzdal 
– both located in modern Russia. The City of Kiev was destroyed 
by the Mongols in 1240 further weakening the nation. The Grand 
Duchy of Moscow (the Muscovite Rus) was founded in 1263 and it 
became the Tsardom of Russia in 1547. Russia became the successor 
Rus state as Kiev declined. In 1721, the Tsardom became the Russian 
Empire under Peter the Great. Most Russians are aware that their 
origins as a nation stem from the Kievan Rus. Although Kiev was 
rebuilt after the Mongol invasion, it and much of what is now 
Ukraine was conquered by the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in 1301. 
Lithuania formed a union with the Kingdom of Poland in 1385. From 
this time until 1917 (a period of over 600 years), Ukraine was ruled 
by several nations such as Austria in the far west, Poland-Lithuania 
in the center, the Cossacks in the south, and the Russian Empire in 
the east. The City of Kiev (known as Kyiv in Ukrainian) was annexed 
by Russia in 1667. Most of the rest of Ukraine was annexed by Russia 
in 1708 – except the western part known as Galicia which was part 
of Austrian Empire and later Poland. 

Ukraine was briefly independent from 1917 to 1921, but in 1922 it 
became part of the Soviet Union as the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic. It was part of the Soviet Union until 1991. So, as you can 
see, Ukraine’s history is deeply complicated and what is happening 
today has happened to Ukraine many times over. Yet, the Ukrainian 
identity, language, distinct alphabet, culture, and religion survived. 

Most Ukrainians are Orthodox Christians but they have their own 
traditions distinct from Russian Orthodoxy. There is a sizable 
Ukrainian Catholic minority and while they are in union with Rome, 
they are not Roman Catholics. They have their own liturgy, customs, 
and their priests are married – just like Eastern Orthodox priests. 
We must remember that a sizeable number of Ukrainians are ethnic 
Russians although they are loyal to the Ukrainian state and consider 
themselves Ukrainians and ethnic Ukrainians are closely related 
to Russians – so this war waged by Russia is literally fratricidal – a 
battle against their Slavic sisters and brothers.

The question for the Christian watching this aggressive invasion by 
Russia is this: what is the gospel response to this war? In looking for 
an example in history, I reflected on the struggle of the Protestant 
churches in Nazi Germany during the 1930s prior to World War 
II. The German Evangelical Church, a national union of Lutheran, 
Reformed and United churches, was being infiltrated by a pro-
Nazi group known as the Deutsche Christen (“German Christians”). 
The situation got so bad that at one point the great medieval 
Magdeburg Cathedral had its high altar draped in swastikas – 
uniting a symbol of racism and fascism with the Cross of Christ. 
In response to this, an anti-Nazi group was formed by concerned 
clergy, theologians and laypersons known as the Bekennende 
Kirche (“The Confessing Church”). The Confessing Church opposed 
Nazi interference in the church as well as Nazi ideology. At its 
founding synod held in Barmen, near the city of Düsseldorf, they 
issued their Declaration of May 1934. Its most famous statement 
is this: “Jesus Christ, as he is testified to us in the Holy Scripture, 
is the one Word of God, whom we are to hear, whom we are to 
trust and obey in life and in death” (The Theological Declaration of 
Barmen). In other words, in all things, in war, in peace, in patriotism, 
in resistance, in protest, we must listen to, trust and obey Jesus 
Christ as the one Word of God, even if to do so means to invite 
death rather than life. Several Confessing Church pastors and 
laypersons were sent to concentration camps and of those many 
were executed. 

So, with this example in mind, how do we do this, obey Christ as 
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God’s living Word, when the Russian government (but not most 
ordinary Russians) has chosen to wage an aggressive and fratricidal 
war against Ukraine?  If we oppose Russia’s war on Ukraine because 
we feel Christ demands it, what do we do? The idea of a NATO-
led land war against Russia is currently unthinkable. But it is also 
unthinkable from the viewpoint of the gospel. Jesus is not a Man 
of war. Try as we may, it is impossible to find a pro-war statement 
in the Gospels or anywhere else in the New Testament. If we turn 
to the Hebrew Bible to find a pro-war verse or two and we revel in 
the militarism of the psalms and other Old Testament books, what 
exactly are we doing? These stories were about the Kingdom of 
Israel – not America, not Europe, not Russia.

THE OLD HERESY
The Gospel proclaims that God loves all of us, not just ancient 
or modern Ukraine, not just America, not just Russia. God is on 
everyone’s side. The stern Swiss Reformer, John Calvin (1509-1564), 
who may be perceived at first glance as friendly to state military 
power, wrote about the Christian attitude toward one’s enemies. 
“[You may say] that your enemy does not deserve even your least 
effort for his sake; but the image of God [which he possesses], 
which recommends him to you, is worthy of your giving yourself 
and all your possessions. Assuredly there is but one way in which 
to achieve what is not merely difficult but utterly against human 
nature: to love those who hate us, to repay their evil deeds with 

benefits, to return blessings for reproaches (Matthew 5:44). It is 
that we remember not to consider men’s evil intention but to look 
upon the image of God in them....” (Institutes, 3.7.6.)  And again, 
Calvin writes: “Our neighbor bears the image of God; to use him, 
abuse him, or misuse him is to do violence to the person of God 
who images himself in every human soul... Not only do I despise my 
flesh when I wish to oppress someone, but I violate the image of 
God which is in me.” Any idea in our minds that somehow leads us 
to believe that the sacred worth of a human being is less than our 
own based on race, religion, nationality, evil intent, enemy status, 
or any other quality is a heresy. It is a heresy because it denies that 
the person is created in the image of God. It is a heresy because it 
denies that God so loves the world – even our enemies – that God 
gave his only Son. 

PATRIOTISM IS NOT ENOUGH
In London, there is a white marble statue of a British nurse standing 
just above Trafalgar Square in London. It is the statue of Edith 
Cavell (1865-1915). During World War I, she treated wounded 
soldiers of both sides without discrimination. She helped some 
200 Allied soldiers in German-occupied Belgium escape to neutral 
Holland. For this, she was arrested by the German occupiers and 
charged with treason. Of course, Cavell was British not German. 
As a nurse, she considered herself neutral and only there to save 
lives. In the early morning hours of October 12, 1915, she was shot 
for the “crime” of allowing Allied soldiers to escape to safety. Her 
last moments were described by an eyewitness: “After receiving 
the sacrament, and within minutes of being led out to her death, 
she said, ‘Standing as I do in view of God and eternity, I realize 
that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness 
toward anyone.’” On the base of her statue are carved those words, 
“Patriotism is not enough.” This is an impressive message from 
one who lost her life in the name of somebody else’s patriotism. 
Edith Cavell, an English vicar’s daughter, lived and died a Christian, 
but her last words are almost too enigmatic and too simple. They 
compel us to ask now, in a time of war, what ought to be the proper 
relationship between love of God and love of country. How do 
we hear and obey Jesus Christ? If mere patriotism is not enough, 
what is it that will help us to be both conscientious citizens and 
faithful Christians? Are the two mutually exclusive, or is it possible, 
somehow, to live responsibly in the tension between those two 
claims? That is always the business of any Christian who takes 
seriously her allegiance to Jesus Christ and her responsibility to her 
country and her society

The witness of John’s Gospel does not deny the reality of these 
claims, but over and against them it sets God’s claims of love – love 
for the entire world. The evangelist is unambiguously clear here. If 
we as God’s people are to glory in anything, we must glory in the 
things that God values, that God loves, and that God blesses. The 
words of the Prophet Jeremiah are similar: “But let him who glories 
glory in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord 
who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth; 
for in these things, I delight.” (Jeremiah 9:24)

The gospel does tell us what we ought to do, tough, untenable, 
and difficult as that may be. “And these are God’s words,” says Paul 
at the end of Romans 12: “If your enemy hungers, feed him; if he 

The Orans of Kyiv, depicting the Virgin Mary at Prayer, Cathedral of 
Saint Sophia, Kyiv, 11th Century AD
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thirsts, give him drink; for in so doing, you shall heap coals of fire 
upon his head.” Don’t allow yourself to be overpowered with evil: 
take the offensive and overpower evil with good. That is what Paul 
is saying: take the offensive, Overpower evil with good! Now that 
is a radical foreign policy. Nurse Cavell was right; “Patriotism is 
not enough.” God will not bless Putin’s war because Putin feels it 
is patriotic to reclaim the territory of the Russian Empire or Soviet 
Union. God does not care about human patriotism. God only 
cares that we are loyal to the Kingdom of Heaven. And in this, God 
demands that our heavenly citizenship trump any earthly passport 
we may hold. And therefore, no matter what our politics are, we 
must love the world and its people as God does. We must listen to 
the one Word of God, Jesus Christ, and deal with his commands – 
and his command is none other than this: that we must love our 
enemies and resist vengeance. 

THE DAMNABLE CHOICE
But I will tell you this: if I were a Ukrainian and the enemy was at the 
gates; if I was called to defend my homeland; if I needed to fight to 
protect family, home and loved ones, I would – damn right! Damn 
right! I would do it, but it is a damnable choice. War is always a 
failure before Jesus Christ. Always. It is because we were unable to 
overwhelm the evil with light that we go to war. We were unable 
to heap coals on our enemy’s head and turn him, his heart, from 
wrath. We may need to fight at times because as a human race we 
still have not evolved, have not achieved full redemption, not quite 
yet. Some of the people who wrote the Barmen Declaration later 
plotted to assassinate Hitler. As much as they tried to hear and obey 
Jesus Christ, they could not bear to allow that madman to destroy 
and kill any more in their native land. They chose to turn from the 
Word of God for the sake of others and accept the damnable choice 
of violence for a greater good. And this is always what war is: a 
damnable choice. We cannot expect God to ever approve. When 
we fight, no matter who we feel is right, we fail from a Gospel 
perspective. The question is this: is the war in Ukraine one of those 
awful situations that demands of us that we turn from Christ and 
wage war, which to God is always wicked, and then return begging 
forgiveness at the foot of the cross? Is it one of those times? The 
price is extremely high and dangerous. And I confess that I do not 
know the answer.

But take heart. The war against Ukraine will end and I believe that 
the Ukrainian people will eventually prevail. I do not believe most 
Russian people want this war. Most Russians have family ties to 
Ukraine – loved ones, grandparents, cousins, and friends. I myself 
have friends in Ukraine as I worked there on and off between 2009-
2011. To an average Russian, this invasion is akin to the United States 
invading Canada – which is also an unthinkable idea. 

The Gospel of Christ insists that love changes everything and love 
never ends. If the Gospel is true, then God loves all human beings 
including Russians, Ukrainians, our friends, and our enemies. It is 
this divine love that in the end will prevail. For now, let us pray for 
Ukraine and its people. Pray for peace. Keep the faith that Christ 
will conquer and the kingdom come will be one of love, justice, and 
peace, world without end.

See you in church,Jim 
Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo, Jr., Senior Pastor

THE NATIVITY-ANNUAL DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The Nativity-Annual December Christmas Pageant 
Our Annual Christmas Pageant has been performed at the start of 
our Advent season since 1951; a tradition of our congregation that 
many families have looked forward to for over 70 years! 
Our Church is going through many “New Beginnings” in 2022.  
We are very lucky to have successfully transitioned to our new 
Senior Pastor Jim, and to have children and youth leadership from 
experienced professionals, dedicated to supporting their faith 
formation. 
 
As many of you are aware, we no longer have the High School 
students we need (24 to be exact) with time in their very 
busy schedules, to commit to rehearsing and performing the 
leadership roles in the Nativity.  In addition, across the United 
States and for all churches, the number of children in schools and 
church schools has reduced greatly over the last decade.  These 
realities have created the great challenge of discerning what 
traditions we should maintain, and what traditions are no longer 
able to continue to meet expectations for all involved in today’s 
ever-changing world. 
 
In June, our congregation participated in a survey that asked 
families to commit their students to participate in the Pageant, 
and adult volunteers to commit to helping with all the changes 
to the sanctuary and the support needed before and during 
the Pageant. Of the 175 households that responded, it became 
apparent that our families simply could not commit to the 
number of participants needed. 
 
This year, Rev. Jim, along with our dedicated Spiritual Council 
and our Music and Worship team will find a new and fulfilling 
style of Sunday worship to begin the Advent season at GCC.  The 
beautiful and uplifting music of the Pageant will be incorporated 
into the Advent Sundays in December, and we will all rejoice 
together as the story of The Nativity is told anew. 
 
May we rejoice together as we transition to “New Beginnings”. 
Linda Pedian, Moderator 
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FOOD ON THE FIRST:
The face of hunger may seem distant but many families in our 
community struggle every week to make sure their families are fed. 
The Northfield Food Pantry provides a source of help for these 
families. GCC has supported the efforts of the pantry for years 
and one of the key ways we help is to bring food items on the first 
Sunday of the month to be collected and dropped off to the pantry. 
We have bins at both the West entrance and the Narthax to collect 
these items. You can also choose to donate cash or checks made 
out to GCC and including Food on the First in the memo section.

If you have any questions please contact Linda Crowder at 847-922-
6827 or lccrowder@comcast.net”

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
Feed My Starving Children is a GCC Missions partner that serves 
the critical hunger needs of communities in some of the world’s 
most difficult areas. From Somalia to the crisis in the Bahamas-
they are there with nutritious easy to prepare and serve meals 
to feed thousands who face severe hunger and even starvation. 
These lifesaving meals are provided completely free of charge 
and the organization depends on volunteers to help package up 
these vital food products.  GCC has reserved a spot on Saturday, 
November 19  from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. to pack up meals at the 
Lincolnshire location of Feed My Starving Children. These events 
are open to whole families (children must be at least 6 to attend) 
and we encourage you to sign up with your family, your group or 
just yourself and bring a friend. We are hoping to have 120 GCC 
volunteers to pack and targeting to beat our prior record of 37,000 
meals. Join us by signing up today at 
http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=WX9GD1

If you have any questions or issues with signing up, please contact 
Linda Crowder at lccrowder@comcast.net or Betsy Martin at 
betsywisemartin@att.net.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 
7:30 AM - 12:30PM
Please join us for a delicious Pancake Breakfast in the Community 
Room, hosted by and benefitting the BSA Troop 156.  Pancakes, 
sausage, juice and coffee will be served for $5/person. Tickets will 
be available at the door.

PANCAKE

BREAKFAST

THE HISTORY OF RACISM IN AMERICA

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2022
7-8:15 PM
Join the Glenview Community Church Faith in Action Team as we 
welcome Bill Horine, retired educator and avid American history 
buff, for the beginning of a two-part series on teaching the history 
of racism in America. Bill will highlight the omissions or distortions 
in the teaching of American History as it relates to Black Americans, 
Native Americans, and hispanic peoples. Bill will also discuss how an 
incomplete understanding of history has impacted current thinking 
and events.

Please also mark your calendars for a shorter follow-up presentation 
and opportunity for discussion about Critical Race Theory: its basic 
concepts, how it was originally used, and how it has impacted the 
current debate over teaching history in schools. This program is 
Wednesday, November 16 from 7-8:15.

Both presentations are free and open to all. In-person in room 201. 
Registration is not required. For further information contact: Terri 
Morgan at terrimorgan922@gmail.com.

UPDATE YOUR

YOUR UNDERSTANDING

• Chili
• Tomato sauce/paste/

diced
• Plain pasta
• Jelly/jam/preserves
• Applesauce
• Plain rice/rice mixes

MOST NEEDED ITEMS
• Canned soup
• Canned fruit
• Oatmeal
• Canned chicken
• Coffee/tea, juice/juice boxes 
     (100% preferred)
• Pancake mix

 community 4
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CHURCH SCHOOL 
Our church school successfully began its new year with Rally Day on 
September 11.  We had about 25 children ages 2-12 in three classes 
led by the following dedicated teachers: 

NURSERY CARE
Denise Morgan in Room 107
PREK, K, AND 1ST
Amanda and Chris Wetterman and Kelley Volpe, in Room 108
GRADES 2,3, AND 4
Pam Beavin, Meredith Estes, and Amy Opensky, in Room 9
GRADES 5 AND 6
Monica Donohue and Kim Lundgren, in the Youth Room

Each teacher has Family Information forms available for visitors to 
complete.  Please feel free to complete one and leave it with the 
teacher or drop it in the church office.  We are happy to contact you 
and chat about our church school program at any time.  Also, we 
welcome parent volunteers, so please consider occasionally helping 
in your child’s class if you are able.  

Just a reminder of our procedures:
Each Sunday children 2 years and under will meet in Room 107.  All 
other children will begin the morning in the sanctuary with their 
families.  Following the Children’s Message, the class teachers will 
collect the children and take them to their assigned classroom 
spaces for the day’s lesson.  At about 10:55-11:00, the teachers will 
take grades 2-6 to the Community Room, gym or playground for 
family pick-up.  The younger children will remain in Rooms 107-108 
or on the playground for pick up.  

Questions? Comments? Concerns?  Please contact Chris Calandra, 
Designated Director of Children’s Ministry at chris.calandra@
gccucc.org.

The church 
school children 
assembled 40 
hygiene kits for 
The Night 
Ministry in 
Chicago. 
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CALLING 
ALL  

SPIRITUAL LIFE TEAM MEMBERS
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The Spiritual Health Center Board is asking all of you to attend a 
luncheon meeting after church on Sunday, October 23 following 
church at 11:15 a.m. in the Community Room.  We will be sharing 
a meal together and strategizing about the future of the Spiritual 
Life program here at GCC and out in the world.  If you are not 
a Spiritual Life Team member but are interested in finding out 
more about the program, please join us. Bring $10 for lunch and 
your creative ideas.  Questions?  Please email Debby Shellard at 
debbyshellard@gmail.com.  

Hope to see you there!

by the 

Chicago Metropolitan Association 
of the United Church of Christ 

for the 

will be

 Sunday, October 23, 2022    3:00 PM
 Glenview Community Church

fellowship and refreshments 
immediately following

 ORGAN WALK 9
Join us on Sunday, October 16 for Organ Walk 9. Walk, bike or drive 
to hear some of the North Shore’s finest instruments and organists! 
We will begin at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 2328 Central Road, at 
3:00 p.m. to hear Derek Nickels. Dr. Kirstin Synnestvedt will perform 
at the New Church, and Richard Spantikow will play at St. David’s 
Episcopal.  We will conclude here at GCC with Gary Wendt featuring 
the newly installed 1937 Wicks pipe organ in the Commons area. 
A free will offering benefits the Northfield Township Food Pantry. 
Don’t miss this fun event!
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GCC CALENDAR

It’s Glenview Community Church Nursery School’s 75th Anniversary! 
Please save the date to Spread a Little Sunshine and celebrate this 
exceptional milestone. On Saturday, October 1,  GCCNS is hosting a 
Family Festival from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. for all current and alumni 
families. Join us for an indoor open house, face-painting, yard 
games, playground time and a GCCNS memorabilia and photos 
museum exhibit. We’ll also have the Misericordia Sweet Truck, 
Kona Ice Truck, and Purple-Me-Green Science Bus! Visit gccns.
com for more information.

List of Events - Summary

09/27/2022 Page 1 of 2

Event Time Event Name Primary Location

Saturday, 01 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Sunday, 02 October 2022
SanctuaryGCC Worship Service10:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Upper CommonsFellowship Time11:00 AM to 11:30 AM

KitchenPack 156 Boy Scout Breakfast11:00 AM to 12:30 PM

Youth RoomGCC Confirmation5:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Tuesday, 04 October 2022
SanctuarySTL Rehearsal6:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Wednesday, 05 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Community RoomCommunity Dinner5:30 PM to 6:45 PM

Upper CommonsGCC Speakers Forum-Planned Giving-
Zoom/In Person

7:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Thursday, 06 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Bell RoomJoyful Ringers Rehearsal6:15 PM to 7:20 PM

SanctuaryChancel Choir Rehearsal7:30 PM to 8:45 PM

Friday, 07 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Saturday, 08 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Sunday, 09 October 2022
SanctuaryGCC Worship Service10:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Upper CommonsFellowship Time11:00 AM to 11:30 AM

Youth RoomGCC Confirmation5:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Tuesday, 11 October 2022
SanctuarySTL Rehearsal6:00 PM to 8:30 PM

FoundersMinistry Steering Group7:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Wednesday, 12 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Community RoomYouth Umbrella Fellowship5:30 PM to 7:00 PM

Thursday, 13 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Room 201Yoga Class9:00 AM to 10:00 AM

SanctuaryBJoyful Ringers Rehearsal6:15 PM to 7:20 PM

SanctuaryChancel Choir Rehearsal7:30 PM to 8:45 PM

Friday, 14 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Saturday, 15 October 2022
New To YouNew To You9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Sunday, 16 October 2022
SanctuaryGCC Worship Service10:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Upper CommonsFellowship Time11:00 AM to 11:30 AM

Upper CommonsOrgan Walk 9/Starts at Holy Trinity3:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Youth RoomGCC Confirmation5:00 PM to 6:00 PM

HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY
Happy 75th Birthday, Glenview Community Church Nursery School! 
GCCNS has been an integral part of our church community since 
1947. We are celebrating this important milestone all year long by 
raising funds to replace the senior playground equipment. Please 
consider a donation! Visit gccns.com/75th-anniversary to donate 
or contact Laura Dillon (847-729-1440) for more information. Thank 
you!

We remain in prayer for the people of Ukraine, calling for an 
immediate cessation of violence. As the human toll continues to 
mount, the United Church of Christ has issued an urgent appeal 
for funds to help with refugee resettlement as well as aid for those 
unable to leave the country. We will be working with partners in the 
area, particularly the Reformed Church of Hungary.  
 
Feel free to donate on-line (gccucc.org), write a check to Glenview 
Community Church marked “Ukrainian Relief,” or place money in 
the marked baskets near the sanctuary doors. Please be generous. 
People are on the roads seeking sanctuary from the war.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PASTOR
Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo, Jr., Senior Pastor

1000 Elm Street
Glenview, IL  60025-2897
Phone: (847) 724-2210
Web: gccucc.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
GlenviewCommunityChurch/

Nonprofit Organization
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November 17, 2002 9:00 AM 
Email your article to Tania McCarthy at tania.mccarthy@
gccucc.org by  9:00 AM on the deadline date.

To meditate is to listen 
with a receptive heart.  
Buddha

Inspired by christ
Enriched by Faith
Committed to Inclusivity
We Serve God As Advocates
for Justice, Compassion,
and Peace


