
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 26, 2023 10:00 a.m.

TESHUVAH | תשובה | RETURN
Come, let us return to the Lord. (Hosea 14:2)

GATHER
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

PRELUDE  A Song Without Words  Craig Phillips
  Prayerfully prepare your hearts and minds for the worship of God.    
      
*HYMN 65   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  CWM RHONDDA

*PSALM 23   from ‘Psalms for Praying’ (2001) by Nan C. Merrill
 One:  O my Beloved, you are my shepherd, I shall not want.
 All:  You bring me to green pastures for rest and lead me beside still waters. 
  Renewing my spirit. You restore my soul.
 One:  You lead me in the path of goodness to follow Love’s way. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

and of death, I am not afraid.
 All:  For You are ever with me; Your rod and Your staff, they guide me.
  They give me strength and comfort.
 One:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of all my fears.
  You bless me with oil, my cup overflows.
 All:  Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life; and I shall dwell in the heart of the 

Beloved forever.

*LENTEN CONFESSION  Rev. Beth Merrill Neel
 All:  Holy God, we admit to you that all is not right — in our hearts and in our world: we look to the darkness 

and not to the light. We look for what is broken, and not at what is being mended. We look to criticize 
and not to praise. We look at ourselves and not to you. Turn us around so that we look at the possibility, 
at hope, at promise, at grace, at healing, at love. Amen. 

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
 One:  Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting, and I remind you of this sur-

passing grace – in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*GLORIA PATRI – Hymn 581      GREATOREX
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen, Amen.
[or Glory to the Creator and to the Christ...] 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER
  Please rise as able and greet one another in whatever way you are comfortable and share God’s peace. 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
 One: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
 All: you are welcome here!

LISTEN

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
  After the message, the children depart for Church School and join their teachers in the narthex. 

SCRIPTURE   Matthew 25:31-46



ANTHEM  “Out of the Deep” from Requiem  John Rutter
Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice.
O let thine ears consider well the voice of my complaint.
If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide it? 
For there is mercy with thee: therefore shalt thou be feared.
I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him; and in his word is my trust.
My soul fleeteth unto the Lord before the morning watch; I say, before the morning watch. 
O Israel, trust in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy,  
and with him is plenteous redemption. 
And he shall redeem Israel from all his sins.

SERMON   Sheep vs. goats  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo

*HYMN  Like a Candle
  (Pages 6-7, Vs. 1, 2, 4)

RESPOND 

*CALL TO PRAYER
 One:  The Lord be with you.
 All:  And also with you.
 One:  May the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts.
 All:  Christ is our peace, our light, and our hope.
 One:  Let us pray.  

Please be seated.

PASTORAL PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE (Hymn 288)   LIVING GOD
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

THE LORD’S PRAYER
 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
  power, and the glory, for ever. Amen

CALL TO OFFERING

ANTHEM  Agnus Dei from  Requiem  John Rutter
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Dona eis requiem.
(Lamb of God who takest away the sin of the world, 
Grant them rest.)
 
Man that is born of a woman hath but a short time to live, and is full of misery. 
He cometh up, and is cut down like a flower; he fleeth as it were a shadow. 
 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Dona eis requiem.
(Lamb of God who takest away the sin of the world, 
Grant them rest.)
 



In the midst of life we are in death: of whom may we seek for succor?
 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Dona eis requiem sempiternam.
(Lamb of God who takest away the sin of the world, 
Grant them rest everlasting.)
 
I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.

*LENTEN DOXOLOGY                           OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God throughout these forty days.
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise.
And praise the Spirit who imparts
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN 372     O For a World   AZMON
 
*BENEDICTION   

 
POSTLUDE      Idylle     Edward Elgar

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Join us for Refreshments & Fellowship 
in the Upper Commons following the Postlude.

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
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